How to be an effective expert witness.
Service as an expert witness can be professionally and financially rewarding. A veterinarian should not assume the responsibilities of being an expert witness, however, unless he or she believes in the case of the party that seeks to hire them. The veterinarian must also be willing to undergo extensive pre-trial preparation to be an effective expert witness. Just as importantly, the veterinarian must possess the temperament and mental discipline to follow the fundamental rules of testifying in order to maintain professionalism and credibility on the witness stand.